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WHO CARES ABOUT

THE FILM?

_ According to Robert C. Johnson,

ew chief of WGR-TV in Buffalo,
New York, he and his Minox re-

cently had a most exciting experi-

ence photographing two__ torrid

items in one week.

The first, a studio fire, resulted in

a number of fine Minox action

shots. The second, Miss Mansfield,

was snapped while appearing at the

studio for a local version of the

“Tonight Show.”

We agree with Mr. Johnson,

Jayne Mansfield, was the more ex-

citing subject ... and we can hardly

blame him for forgetting to tell us

what kind of film he used.

Every city has its men who have seen better days, its empty wine bottles, and, ironically,
its Fortune magazines. The unlikely combination of all three caught the eye of Donald R.
Klein of Fayetteville, New York, during a trip to Manhattan. He stopped, aimed and shot,
using Plus X and available light. The result — one the most unusual shots of the year.
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W. L. Manley, a teacher from Anderson, Indiana, tells us that this year’s

vacation, his first with a Minox in his pocket, was the most enjoyable ever.

His exceptionally interesting picture of “Boats at Rest,” taken at Annapolis

Maryland, indicates that it didn’t take long for Mr. Manley to learn ultra
miniature technique. The picture was taken with ASA 25 at 1/50.

“AIS HONOR”
Another face has been added to

the growing list of dignitaries can-

didly captured with a Minox. This

time, it’s Justice Arthur Goldberg

of the U. S. Supreme Court, “pic-

tured” during a luncheon in Chica-

go. The details: Plus X film with

available light, hand held at 1/15

at a distance of about 15 to 18 feet.

NEW MINOX JEWELRY

Because so many avid Minoxers

have asked for it, we have designed

and produced, in time for Christ-
mas, a limited quantity of minus-

cule Minox jewelry. You'll want to

get your order in early so that we

can ship in time for gifts for all the

Minoxers on your list. See postage-

paid order card in the center of

this Minox Memo.

MEMORABILIA
The Circus Museum in Sarasota,

Florida, is a circus buff’s dream

come true, according to Ferd J.

Kaufman of New York city. The

performers, animals and colorful
exhibits of cireus memorabilia pro-

vide a wealth of material for Minox
on-the-spot action photography. Us-
ing ASA 25 at 1/50 and available

light, Mr. Kaufman captured this
dual-subject picture of an attractive
girl and a very famous oil paintin,

by Landseer.
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A

POLITICIANS

LIFE
Not to be confused with

hand-shaking, baby-kiss-

ing politicians, Iowa Rep-

resentative David Stanley

(R) is the first “baby

sitting” politician we've

seen. According to Dillard

Stokes, who snapped and

published this Minox pic-

ture in his newspaper, The

Council Bluffs Nonpareil,

the gentleman Represent-

ative was left “holding

the baby” while mother

went shopping. How did

the Representative score

as a baby-sitter? Inter-

ested observers claimed

that Rep. Stanley managed

to make two speeches in

the Iowa House without

once forgetting his first

obligation. The picture

was taken with Tri-X and

available light.
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606 Years Old!

Mr. C. M. Lagvanec of Memphis,

Tenn., went underground to take

this extremely sharp picture, using

ASA 25 with the help of his flash

attachment. The subject, believed

to be a painting of either an indian

chief in eagle regalia or a mythical

eagle, is more than 800 years old.

The painting is kept in the under-

ground burial grounds at Chucil-

issa Indian Town, just outside of

Memphis. Mr. Lagvanec points out

the amazing sharpness of detail of

this intricate painting.
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Mrs. William Scranton, wife of

the Governor of Pennsylvania, likes

to turn her Minox on the ever pres-

ent photographers — just as she’s

doing here during a recent parade.

Governor Scranton, perhaps one of

the four most important figures in

Republican plans for’64, is often the

subject of Mrs. Scranton’s picture
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GOVERNOR’S

WIFE

AVID

MINOXER

taking — as are countless other
government dignitaries.

This pitcure of the first lady of

Pennsylvania, supplied by the

Philadelphia Inquirer, recalls an-

other famous Minoxer illustrated

on page 13 of the Spring 1963

Memo. She, too, is a first lady...

the first lady of the United States.

WHO’S ON FIRST?
Pity the poor executive who must in-

terview and hire so many girls, he can’t

remember which pretty face belongs to

whom. A San Francisco Minoxer, readily

admits that a pretty face certainly isn’t a

hindrance and uses his ultra-miniature

camera to help remember so that he can

select the best prospect.

Our anonymous hirer was kind enough

to send pictures of three gals who re-

cently competed for the same position as

a public relations “girl friday.” We know

who got the job — what’s your guess? If
it helps, our intrepid interviewing execu-
tive is not married.
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Editor’s Note: Joe J.

Marx, now retired

and living in Sara-

sota, Florida, is one

of the world’s most

avid and talented

Minoxers. Recipient

of many photo honors

and awards, Joe J.

Marx is a_ regular

contributor to the
Minox Memo.

How many times have you armed

yourself with extra Minox film and

anything else you felt was neces-

sary for prizewinning picture-tak-

ing — then wondered what in the

world you should use for a subject?

If you’re like most photographers,

it’s happened more often than you

care to admit — and I, for one,

think it’s time we did something

about it.

Whenever I look through my

thousands of Minox negatives, I’m

reminded of the seemingly endless

variety of subjects I have photo-

graphed — animals, flowers, boats,

landscapes, sculpture, architecture

and, above all, people. Babies,

Dmanttens and adults. By them-
selves and in groups.

There are, of course, scores of

other subjects that I have photo-

graphed at one time or another —

but what is most notable is the fact

that they are basically the identical

subjects that confront you and your

Minox.

Perhaps you are not aware that

subject matter for outstanding pic-

tures, even prize-winning pictures,

is everywhere. If this is true, it is

simply because you do not observe

them — and there is the one word

answer to the question, “What

should I Minox?” OBSERVE!

You must make it a habit to OB-

SERVE everything while looking

for pictures. Look for the unusual,

look for even a slight adaptation of

what might otherwise be considered

usual. Remember, a photographer

is as much an artist as an individual

who uses paints to express himself.

The tools you use are your Minox

and your talent in OBSERVING

subject matter.

OBSERVE the surroundings as

you follow your daily routine. Per-

haps a young child will catch your

eye. Maybe it will be two old wo-

men or a statue in a park. What-

ever it is, if you do not OBSERVE,

you will miss hundreds of pictures

that can bring enjoyment for years

to come.

I might mention that YOU, as the

owner of the Minox, have a distinct

advantage over other photographers

when it comes to OBSERVING and

shooting various subjects, First of

all, you can carry your Minox with

you at all times. If you don’t, start.

Second, people are seldom self-

conscious when standing in front of

your ultra-miniature Minox. Your

efforts will result in better candid

shots.

Look around right now! Slowly.

Notice the pattern made by the

table light. See the frame and in-

teresting shadows created by the

open door. OBSERVE! OBSERVE!

OBSERVE! That prize-winning pic-

ture may be only inches away!

Editor’s Note: Joe, drop that ukulele and
start OBSERVING! You can’t take a pic-

ture with your Minox closed! Maybe Joe

was just trying to see if we were OB-

SERVANT!
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MINOX-

THE CHOICE OF

CHIMNEY SWEEPS!
Reprinted through the courtesy of the

Camera News of West Germany.

“The light conditions are very poor in

a dark and dirty chimney.”

This is the world’s all-time champion

in understatement. It was spoken by Mr.

Alfons Gorisch. In Europe, as in most

other parts of the world, because of his

occupation, he is considered to be a walk-

ing good-luck charm. Alfons is a Min-

oxing Chimney Sweep.

As a matter of fact, he is the chief

county chimney sweeper at Hilden, Rhein-

land, and a most unusual chief chimney

sweeper he is indeed. He is the world’s

one and only (as far as we know) genu-

ine authority on taking pictures of the

insides of chimneys.

He uses a Minox for a camera, and for

illumination he uses anything from

matches to pocket flashlights to a spark-

ing sort of fire tool. In his own words,

here is how the whole thing started:

“For some time I have been searching

for a way to prove damages within a

chimney by means of photographs. These

damages, because of age of the building,

or poor construction, are quite common,

and they are dangerous but quite difficult
to prove. Often the case has to go to
court.

“Taking pictures inside a chimney, how-

ever, always seemed impossible. I knew

of no camera that had the required rug-

gedness, versatility and compactness the

job called for.

“T first read about the Minox in a

technical journal, and realized that if

there was one camera that could do the

job, it was probably Minox.

“T purchased one with some hesitation,

but it lived up to and even exceeded my

fondest expectations. I found it usable

in all imaginable situations; it proved

foolproof, soot and dirt-proof, and in spite

of daily use within chimney conditions,

I have never had a failure or an instance

of jamming.

“Flash cannot always be used inside a

chimney because of space problems. At

times I set the Minox’s shutter on “T”

and use the sparks from my fire tool as

the only source of illumination. At other
times, when I am lucky, I can utilize
the dim daylight filtering down from the

top, or, if space permits, I can use my

small pocket flashlight for lighting.”

Mr. Gorisch points out that his Minox

Mr. Alphons Gorisch in work clothes. As chief

county chimney sweep, he uses Minox to re-

cord interior damages in chimneys.

pictures already have served as accepted
evidence in courts of law. And he says,
“Those who have been in court know
that courts are very thorough. A clear
proof is often difficult, especially since
we deal with dark chimneys.”

Editor’s Note: So the next time you’re

inside a chimney, do as our champion
chimney sweep does. . . don’t shoot with
your Rollie or Bolex or Leica. You’re
liable to get stuck. The Minox Memo is

noted for practical tips?

This picture, typical of Mr. Gorisch’s fine work,

was shot with the help of daylight entering

chimney.
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STILL SINGING
You're right — it’s Eddie Fisher,

looking a bit melancholy (who can
blame him?), but still singing. A

Portland, Oregon salesman, in New
York for a convention, Minoxed Mr.
fisher during the show at the
Americana Hotel. The only avail-
able light was a soft, dark green
spotlight.

- ® 2

Pad

Mr. Samson Feldman of Baltimore, Maryland, has sent us a truly excellent“shot” of the New York skyline, as seen through a 45th floor window of thenew Americana Hotel. Mr. Feldman, who is quickly becoming one of ourmost proficient ultra-miniature photographers, captured this vivid pictureusing ASA 50 with a green filter at 1/50.
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English Get “Excited”

Over The Minox
There’s a rumor that our friends

from across the Atlantic are not

easily impressed or excited. In fact,

they might be called downright

placid.

We recently discovered that the

Minox B had been reviewed in the

book, “Cameras — The Facts,”

published by the Focal Press of

London, and we thought you might

like to know what the English

think of our Camera. Here are a

few quotes: “Precision ultra-mini-

ature camera designed as a con-

stant pocket companion.” “High

performance lens of critical defini-

tion at full aperture.” “Shutter ac-
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TAKE A GIANT

STEP FORWARD

We might all take a lesson from Mr.

William Robertson of Baltimore, Mary-

curate within close limits of the

engraved speeds.”

There was more — all good, by

the way — and though they didn’t

say, “a really cha’ming camera,”

one does get the impression that the

land, who is always ready to “move-in”

for better pictures. Mr. Robertson has en-

countered a great deal of success in tak-

ing close-up shots of the more friendly

members of the animal kingdom. This ex-

tremely effective picture of a dining cat

was taken with Plus X, with a speed of

500 and at a distance of only 10 inches.
If you haven’t tried this kind of ultra-

miniature photography, you’re missing

out on one of the bigger thrills provided

by your Minox.

usually staid English really do like

the Minox.

MINOX HITS HIGH NOTE WITH RCA VICTOR

“RCA Victor Records The pq WiCiOR RECORDS THE ACTION... NINOK SNAPS THE ACTION!

Action” and “Minox Snaps The

Action.” That dual “action”

theme is being used by RCA

Victor to spark the sale of

Henry Mancini and Paul Anka

pop albums.

In case you haven’t seen

them, the Minox is featured in

huge window displays and full

page ads. In addition, our

favorite camera is being illus-

trated on three RCA L.P. al-

bum covers and is also being
SRSA

THE ACTION ;

a minox CAMERA used as sales prizes for record
dealers.

RCA VICTOR Records THE ACTION
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THERE’S ALWAYS ROOM

FOR ONE MORE “SPORT”
If you haven’t heard about “piano

reducing,” you’re way behind the

times. To be honest, we knew very

little about the new “sport” until

Fredric Feer, a student at Clark

University in Worcester, Mass., sent

these action-packed, though some-

what thought-provoking, sequence

shots.

It seems that swallowing gold-

fish (that was back in our time)

and stuffing an unbelievable num-

ber of students into a telephone

booth is truly passé on campus. The

new “sport” is demolishing, they

call it reducing, pianos. Where does

the “sport” come in? The winning

team is the one that reduces the

piano in the least amount of time —

and believe it or not, we’re told

that the pieces must be small

enough to be pushed through a

wire mesh.

We really don’t know what the

official record is — but we have

been told than anything under 5

minutes is “big time” reducing.

There may or may not be a moral

to this story, but the pictures do

expertly illustrate the effectiveness

of the Minox for capturing action

in sequence and “sporting” events.
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ANOTHER MINOXVENTION

We may be prejudiced, but we

firmly believe that Minoxers are

among the most creative people in

the world of photography — and
here’s more proof from Henry F.
Robbins of the Bronx, New York.

Mr. Robbins writes: “When I

found my Minox Pocket Tripod a
bit slippery on smooth surfaces, I
spent a few cents for a 6” piece of

white rubber tubing with an inside

diameter of 34” and outside dia-

meter of 14”.

“To complete the job, I cut three

pieces of tubing, each %” long.

The tubing encircles all three

legs when the tripod is closed

— and when I’m ready to use it, I
simply push the tubing down so

that one piece fits at the bottom of

each leg. With the tubing acting as

sturdy ‘feet’ it’s completely safe to

use the Tripod even on slanting

smooth surfaces.”

Thank you, Mr. Robbins, for a

Minoxvention we can all use to

good advantage.

LOCAL MINOX CLUBS
Members of the Minox Camera Club of

Forest Hills, New York, seem determined

to build their group into one of the big-

gest and most active Minox clubs in the

country. During recent months they have

enjoyed a guest speaker from Sylvania

Electric Products, Photo Flash Div., in

addition to holding a photo trip where

new members and guests were welcome.

Interested Minoxers in the Forest Hills

area may contact Mr. Richard Lehrfeld,
Minox Camera Club of Forest Hills,

107-21 — 71st Avenue, Forest Hills 75,

New York.

We have heard from two ultra-minia-

ture enthusiasts looking for local Minox

clubs in their area. They are:

Mr. A. Wayne Field

1159 East Madison

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Mrs. Francis Robert Byrne

Comus, Maryland

Remember! One of the most vital func-

tions of the Minox Memo is to assist in

the formation and continuing growth of

local clubs. If you’re looking for a club

to join — or if your existing club needs

members, just send us your name and

address and we will be delighted to pub-

lish your request in the Memo.

And don’t forget to send us news, with

pictures, about your club’s activities. We

would like to feature a local club in each
issue of the Memo — but we can’t do it
without your help!

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT
cane i meee)

Mr. Saul B. Ades of Louisville,

Kentucky, used ASA 25 in his pic-

ture of two Dalmations — one who

must have been confused and the

other who couldn’t care less.


